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PLEASE SHARE THIS BULLETIN WITH THE MEMBERS OF YOUR POST: We mail monthly bulletins only to CERTIFIED
Post Adjutants. Post Commanders/Service Officer will receive theirs via email. The bulletin is also available on our website:

DEPARTMENT OF TENNESSEE MID-WINTER

VA MEDICAL CENTER CONTRIBUTIONS: Please

CONFERENCE: Once again Embassy Suites Nashville-SE,
January 13-14, 2024. Suggest reserving your room prior to
December 11, 2023, to receive the discounted rate. We will
have limited Mid-Winter Conference Registration hours at
Embassy Suites Nashville-SE, Murfreesboro. We will have a
separate line for pre-registered attendees and another for those
who have not. We will have pre-registered attendees’ packets
ready, so they can reach their desired event on time. Bottom-
line:  Please  Pre-Register;  forms  available  at
www.tennesseelegion.org.

E S
TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP: There are only two types of
active American Legion memberships — Regular and Paid Up
for Life. Honorary, associate, social, canteen, or guest
memberships are NOT permitted. The American Legion
Constitution, Article IV, Section 2, states, “There shall be no
form or class of membership except an active membership.”
All members must be eligible through the nature and timing of
their US military service. Honorary Life Membership is a
subset of Regular membership whereas the member’s post
recognizes outstanding members for exceptional service or
accomplishment by paying the member’s dues annually for the
rest of their lives if they remain with their current post.
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ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES: shall be paid by October
20, of each year prior to the start of the next calendar year.
Legion membership is annual. The Legion year being from
January 1 to December 31. Department and National dues shall
be paid for the full year, irrespective of the month in which the
member shall join the local Post. Membership dues collected
at a local Post include Department and National dues.
Membership dues are three-fold, Post, Department and
National. Membership is not considered current until paid and
transmitted to all three levels.
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TRANSMITTING MEMBERSHIP DUES: Per National
Constitution Article X, Section 3.1: “The annual dues shall
be collected by each Post and transmitted promptly through
the Department to the National Treasurer. Departments are
designated agents for collection for The American Legion
with respect to such annual dues and upon the receipt thereof
shall remit them promptly to The American Legion. In no
event shall the period transpiring between the receipt of such
annual dues by a Department and the remittance thereof to
The American Legion exceed thirty (30) days.” Please
process membership transmittals at least weekly.
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RESOLUTIONS: Posts will submit resolutions, not affecting
the Department Constitution and Bylaws, to the Department
Adjutant. Resolutions to be considered at a Department
Executive Committee Meeting must be to the Department
Adjutant by December 5, 2023.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO: Posts 47, Huntingdon; 137,
Jamestown; 155, Petersburg; and 256, Tellico Lake for

achieving or exceeding their membership goal for 2024.
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OPEN HOUSE: December 18, 2023, 11 am — 2 pm at the
Department Headquarters, 318 Donelson Pike, Nashville.

send your contributions by December 8, 2023. This will give
the VA enough budget information for Christmas party
planning for their hospitalized veterans.
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DOES YOUR POST COMPLY WITH DEPARTMENT
CONSTITUTION ARTICLE IX, SECTION 8? The
officers of the Post shall be: (a) Post Commander. (b) One or
more Post Adjutants/Finance Officer. (¢) Post Service Officer.
(d) Such other officers as the Post shall deem necessary that
are contained in the Officers Guide and Manual of
Ceremonies, under Post Officers. (¢) A Post Executive
Committee composed of such odd number of members as is
provided in the Constitution and Bylaws adopted by such Post,
and in addition thereto the Post Commander and Post Adjutant,
who shall be ex-officio members of said Committee.
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POSTS THAT HAVE NOT TRANSMITTED AT LEAST
ONE MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL OR NEW MEMBER FOR
2024, Last Transmittal and Number of Days Since Last
Transmittal:

Post Last Transmittal | Number of Days Since
last Transmittal
Post 0020 3/15/2023 226
Post 0030 4/12/2023 198
Post 0040 12/21/2022 310
Post 0066 2/3/2023 266
Post 0127 5/24/2023 156
Post 0151 10/14/2022 378
Post 0154 5/5/2023 175
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NATIONAL COMMANDER'S PIN INCENTIVE

PROGRAM: American Legion National Commander Daniel
J. Seehafer will award his national commander “Be the One”
dog tag pin to any Legionnaire who obtains two new
members into The American Legion. One to replace you and
one for growth. Download the National Commander Incentive
Pin form.
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EXEMPT ORGANIZATION BE AN AMERICAN
LEGION POST, THE POST MUST BE LISTED AS
BEING an IRS 501(c)(19) as well as being included in the
0925-group exemption as filed by the National organization.
Inclusion letter template can be found on the Department
website in the Post Form and resources tab. Inclusion must be
sent to the National Judge Advocate as listed on the template
letter, if in doubt please go to Exempt Organizations Business
Master File Extract (EO BMF). Multiple Posts have allowed
the Exemption status to become revoked due to not filing of
the annual IRS 990 form.
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TRY THIS AGAIN, MEMBERSHIP YEAR 2025:
myLegion.org will be the only option to transmit 2025
membership, starting July 1, 2024.



http://www.tennesseelegion.org/
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/documents/seehafer_twonewmembers.pdf
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/documents/seehafer_twonewmembers.pdf
http://www.tennesseelegion.org/
http://www.legion.org/
http://www.tennesseelegion.org/
http://www.tnboysstate.org/
http://www.legion.org/sons

AMERICAN LEGION DEPARTMENT OFFICER

LAW_ ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF THE YEAR

CANDIDATE ANNOUNCEMENT: If you plan to
announce your candidacy for Department Commander, Vice
Commander, or District Commander; please submit a
resolution and photo to appear in the February 2022 issue of
the Tennessee Legionnaire. Please submit your resolution and
photo by January 15, 2024.
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BUDDY CHECK: As American Legion members, our most
sacred responsibility is to look out for each other and our
fellow veterans. To reach out to members and former members
who may need help, the National Executive Committee passed
Resolution 18, calling for an annual “Buddy Check” twice a
year — The American Legion’s Birthday and again during

Veterans Day timeframes.
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO DEPARTMENT,
DETACHMENT, OR RIDER CHARTERS: Posts will
submit resolutions, not affecting the Department Constitution
and Bylaws, to the Department Adjutant. Resolutions to be
considered at a Department Executive Committee Meeting
must be to the Department Adjutant by December 5, 2023.
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AMERICAN LEGION ORATORICAL CONTEST: In
August, we mailed Oratorical information to Post
Commanders, Adjutants, and High Schools. Please visit your
schools as soon as possible. First place state scholarship is
$3000. Please have contestants register by January 17, 2024.
See www.tennesseelegion.org/oratorical for Division/District
Chairmen list. Department Chairman Terry Ward, 615-519-
6523, or tswardpost281@gmail.com. District Contests
between February 10 to February 24, 2024; Division Contests
between March 9 to March 16, 2024. Department Contest:
March 30, 2024.
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THE EMPLOYER OF VETERANS AWARDS:
Department of Tennessee may submit a total of three
nominations for this category for National consideration. One
nomination for a small company with fifty or fewer employees;
one nomination for a medium sized company with work forces
of 51 to 200 and one nomination for a large company with 201
or more employees. Recognize your local Veteran Employers
by sending in an award application by January S, 2024.
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EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIAN OF THE
YEAR AWARD: To recognize a well-rounded Emergency
Medical Technician, who has exceeded, above and beyond, the
duty requirements expected of the position held and who
exemplifies the virtues of professionalism and dedication and
has demonstrated a distinct pattern of community service to
the community, state, or Nation. Submissions due to the
Department by January 5, 2024.
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HISTORY BOOK: We have 160 , this past year we had three
submissions. We should see at least fifty submissions. You can
find requirements on page 125-128 of the 2023 “Officer’s
Guide and Manual of Ceremonies.”
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RIDER CHARTER CANCELLATION: We need a
resolution from the post to the Department Executive
Committee requesting cancellation.

NOVEMBER CALENDAR
Fifth District Meeting; Post 88 Donelson; 6 pm CDT
Fourth District Meeting; Post 57 Carthage; 6:30 pm CDT
Sixth District Meeting; Post 143 Clarksville; 1 pm CDT
Fall Back — return to Standard Time
Seventh District Meeting; Lewisburg VFW Post; 148 E.
Church St. Lewisburg; 6 pm CST; Post 39 host.
6: Marine Corp Birthday
10: Veterans Day Observed (Offices Closed)
17: 8th District Meeting; Post 77 Lexington, 6:30 pm CST
18: 10th District Meeting; WOW Building, 100 Boyd Ave,

Brownville, Post 282 host, 1 pm CST

20: 9th District Meeting; Post 55 Martin; 6 pm CST
23-24; Thanksgiving (Dept offices closed)
30: First District Meeting; Elizabethton Post 49; 6 pm EST
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AWARD: To recognize a well-rounded Law Enforcement
Officer, who has exceeded, above and beyond, the duty
requirements expected of the position held and who
exemplifies the virtues of professionalism and dedication
and has demonstrated a distinct pattern of community
service to the community, state, or Nation. Applications due
to Department Headquarters by January 5, 2024.

EE AR I
FIREFIGHTER OF THE YEAR AWARD: To recognize a
well-rounded Firefighter, who has exceeded, above and
beyond, the duty requirements expected of the position held
and who exemplifies the virtues of professionalism and
dedication and has demonstrated a distinct pattern of
community service to the community, state, or Nation.
Submissions due to the Department by January 5, 2024.
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION: The following
Squadrons have yet to certify their officers for 2023-2024;
therefore, their membership cards remain at Department
Headquarters: Squadron 12 Lexington; 28; Savannah;
Squadron 249 Bartlett; & Squadron 290 Hendersonville.
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TRANSMITTING MEMBERSHIP DUES: Per National
Constitution Article X, Section 3.1: “The annual dues shall be
collected by each Post and transmitted promptly through the
Department to the National Treasurer. Departments are
designated agents for collection for The American Legion with
respect to such annual dues and upon the receipt thereof shall
remit them promptly to The American Legion. In no event
shall the period transpiring between the receipt of such annual
dues by a Department and the remittance thereof to The
American Legion exceed thirty (30) days.” Please process

membership transmittals at least weekly.
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TRAINING TUESDAY: The last Tuesday of each month
American Legion National Headquarters staff will present
post-level topics. Each session is recorded and made available

for later viewing. www.legion.org/training/training-tuesdays.
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SERVICE ORDER: The order of precedence when
displaying military flags together is Army, Marine Corps,
Navy, Air Force, Space Force, and Coast Guard. Except that
Coast Guard moves up right behind Navy when the Coast
Guard serves as a service of the Dept of the Navy in time of

war. Reference Department of Defense Directive 1005.8.
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DID YOU KNOW: in the Department of Tennessee, the
legion cap is required to have “Old Hickory” on the front of
the cap. Anyone without an “Old Hickory” on the front is
considered out of uniform. The legion cap is the only official
uniform item.
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CONGRATULATIONS: Post 47 Huntingdon; Post 55
Martin, Post 137 Jamestown; Post 155 Petersburg 155; and
Post 256 Tellico Lake for achieving or exceeding goal. Please
refer to the Department Membem Manual.
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www.BeTheOne.org

DECEMBER CALENDAR

1: Second District Meeting; Oliver Springs Post 112, 6:30
pm EST

2: Third District Meeting; East Ridge Post 95; 1 pm EST.

18: Department Open House, 318 Donelson Pike, 11 am CST

20: Space Force Birthday

25 Dec-Jan 2, 2024; Christmas (Department Offices Closed)

JANUARY CALENDAR

5: Law Enforcement, Firefighter and EMT of the Year
Packages due (late packages will not be accepted).

5: Employment Awards (late packages will not be accepted).

13-14:  Mid-Winter Conference, Embassy Suites, 1200
Conference Center Blvd Murfreesboro

15: MLK Day (Department Offices Closed)

26: Oratorical Certifications/Applications due to Department.



http://www.tennesseelegion.org/oratorical
mailto:tswardpost281@gmail.com
http://www.legion.org/training/training-tuesdays

